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Chapter 1 Community Descriptio& Administrative Structure

Communityy Deseription

Apriority of SummitTownshipis to develop aecreation panwhichrespondto the recreationalneeds andlesires of itsesidents Given that
charge, thigplan providesa clear picture of the recreation opportunities availabledsidentsregardless of who providesém. Thisreview
includesnontraditional opportunities such as historigstrictgstructures and shopping opportunities as well as traditional parks and recreation
facilities.

In addition to itsrich network of aquatic feature Summit Township and its surrounding® home to a variety of communitiesaeighborhoods,
anddistricts The presence dfrail corridorsrequiresan intensive review fthow that asset can béurther integrated intothe TownshipWith all
those issusin mind, a sincere effort was spent in developing this recreation plan which represents the projected needs for recreititioa fa
and service# the 21st Century.

Location Map 1

Summit Township is located near the center of Jackson County, su Regional.ocation

rounding the southern twehirds of the City of Jacksqeee Mapl). - P B B k’ g 1] [
The Vandercook Lake CDP (Census Designate) iBllacated along ST SIS ) T‘]” 1
the eastern border of the municipalind adjacent to the lake from a? ¥ LJFM_JT% L) i
which the name of the unincorporated settlement is deriede d | B C ﬂlg@ﬂ*gy_‘ 1
Map 2, Appendix A Summit dwnship is also bordered by Blackman gL, \ o WGHA]MV, | o] | e -
Township to the norththe Townships ofLeoniand NapoleorTown- 5 ‘[x‘; e = ? Ll

ship tothe east,Columbia Township to the southeast, LibeFtywn- 7 amny

ship to the southHanoverTownship to the southwesgpring Arbor | o %

Township to the west, an8andstonélownship to the northwest. A 7_,@{1’"2"" .

number of major roadways traverske approximately thirty (30) A i w | A5

square mile municipality: United States Highway (fe&ewayand PonEy D; :m ) e

Meridian RoadUS 127)), Brooklyn RoadM-50/BL-127), and Michi- 7 Y I e | B B i

gan Highway0 (freeway)(M-60). /Eéf s’msTP’*E/a ﬁi‘

Jackson County is located in sowtntral Lower Michigan, closeto [ F_ E3% [ | + =, || \ 3
the border with Northwest Ohio and Northeast Indiatsgee Mapl). " INDIANA _T\ |,_ — R )
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The Jackson Urbanized Area is located in the center of the County and icmatrsf SummitTownship(see Ma2, AppendixA). The junction
of 194 and US127 is locategust northofsZ  ]1SC }( : Ile}vU @&v]JvP §Z & SZ v]lvu }( " E}eE&} -« }( D] Z]P
Jackson directly to Ann Arbor and Detroit to the east, Battle Creek and Kalamazoo to thenddsinsing to the north.

A BrieffSocioeconomic:Summary:

The omposition ofSummit Townshifpe %o } %o prasah jeffect upon its recreational needPertinentdemographic components are listed
below along with a brief paragraph describing the local situation. Each compistssicribed in greater detail in Appenddof this document.

x Population History:&Projections The 2A0 population fa Summit Township populationwas22,508 peopleandthe 2016 population

wasestimated to be 2802 people The population is expected to increase to 23,824 people by 280@5oximately21% ofSummit
Township residents (Z23people) lived irthe Vandercook Lake CDP (Census Desigritlace) in 208.

x Age &Genderof the Population The estimated median age of Summit Towngkigidents was 44.5 yeaendthe estimated median
age ofVandercook Lakresidentswas 39.3 years. Baby Boomers (26%) were estimated to comprise the largest generation in Summit
Township, followed by Millennials (24%), Generation X (24%), the iGeneration and younger (17%), and the Silent Geneslatésn and
(9%) GenerationX (25%) wsestimated to comprise the largest generatiorMandercook Lakdollowed by Millennials (24%), Baby
Boomers (22%), the iGeneration and younger (22%), and the Silent Generation and older(iéd6€s comprised 52% of the popula-
tions ofboth Summit Township and Vandercook Lake.

X Racial:®&Ethnic GompasitionThe mpulations of Summit Township and Vandercook Lake are very homogenous. An estimated 89% of
Summit Township residentsid an estimated 99% of Vandercook Lake residents were white in 2016. An estimated 3% of Summit Town-
ship residents and an estimated 1% of Vandercook Lake residents were Hispanic.

x DisabilitiesofiResidentsAn estimated 13% of Summit Township residents and an estimated 17% of the residents of Vandercook Lake
residents were disabled in 2016. An estimated 8% of Summit Township residents and 10% Vandercook Lake residents hatbayp ambula
disability. Older people were more apt to have a disability. For example, an estirBagédof Summit Township residents 75 years old or
older and an estimated0% of Vandercook Lake residents 75 years old or older had an ambulatory disability.

X Household®&rEanty Composition An estimated 6% of Summit Township households and an estimated 74% of Vandercook Lake
households wex comprised of families in 2016. Single people comprised an estim8tédPall Summit Township households and an
estimated 21% of Vandercook Lake households in 2016. Othefamaity households comprised an estimated 5% of the households in
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both Summit TAveZ]% v s v & }}I > 1 X KvoC v «3Ju 3 19 }( "puu]lsd d}AveZ]%[*s E ] v3e E o]
and none of them lived in the CDP.
X Income The estimated median income was@A398 for Summit Township households and an estimated $48,564 for Vandercook Lake

households. The estimated median income was $71,789 for Summit Tipafastilies and an estimatedb7,708for Vandercook Lake
families The estimated per capita incomesfor $30,355 for Summitownship residentand $22,863or Vandercook Lakeesidents
x Housdng Types An estimated 82% of Summit Township dwellings and 90% of Vandercook Lake dwellings wefarsilydiemes in

2016. An estimated 15% of Summit Township dwellings and 1% of Vandercook Lake dwellings were locatethmiiybitiildings. An
estimated 360f Summit Township dwellings and an estima®8d of Vandercook Lake dwellings were mobile homes.

Administrative Structure

In response to identified recreation needs, the Summit Township Board formed the Recreation Pzomimiitee under the authority dPub-
lic Act 156 of 1917 (Recreation and Playgrounddje Act:
x authorizes” ]3] *U A]Joo Ptewhshipsvs] *W}}o ]+3E] S« 3} }% E & +C+3 ue }( %M ol]empha-E 3]}v v
sis addedl It also allows those entities to:

0 "}% @& system of public recreation and playgrounds; acquire, equip and maintain land, buildings or other recreational facili-
8] *V U%O0}C *p% EJvS v v3 }( E E 8]}v v ee]esd v3eV A}S Vv [FE% Vv (puv * (}JE 32
0 "}% E § - ued inde@endently or they may cooperate in its conduct in any manner which they may mutually agree; or

they may delegate the operation of the system to a recreation board created by any or all of them, and appropriate money,
voted for this purpose, to such} & X _

x dZz § 0} 00}Ae % EIl +C+3 ue 8} }% E 8§ }v "~ie %oE}% ESC pv E ]S pr@hdg v u v P
~Te % E]JA & % E}% ESCU A]SZ §Z }ve v }( 8Z }Av E+X_
Organizational Structure

The Recreation Planning Committee is charged with producing this recreation plan and advising the Township Board on iesneatand

grant opportunitiesHowever, the Summit Township Board maintains final authority concerning local recreation issues. Staff and consultants
advise the Township during the development of recreation plan updates and amendments as well as on grant applicatiors paxtedtion
issues. The Township may also rely on organized volunteer labor for specific projects ereadesbasis.
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OrganizationalcChart

Summit Township Board

Recreation Planning Township Staff and
Committee Consultants

Du E<Z]% }v 8Z Z & 3§]}v Wo vv]vP }uu]ss Jvel]eSe }( (JUE 3}AveZ]% E odrd aritkPlan-A 0o + 0]
VIVP Juu]ee]}vX dZ d}AveZ]%[* "u% EA]*}EU o0 EIU v dE GRpESEU JWE X] I3V EJAMTESS[E ppE]\

ministrator is the primary staff person on recreation issues. Region 2 Planning Commission staff also advises the Toswnsdgpegted.
Summit Township may utilize volunteers for specific recreation projects.

Sources of Funding
Summit Township identifies several potential sources of revenue for recreation:

X general tax fund dollars

X grantsawarded for specific projects
X donations from the general citizenry and philanthropic organizations

General tax fund dollars are used for recreation, including the cost of producing this document. The Township may stHifiit ¢gna acquisi-
tion of parkand and the development of a park or recreational facility (e.g., trails, playgrounds, picnic shelters, sports fatljti@pmations
to be used at the discretion of the Township or for a specific facility or program will also be accepted. Agfdght@local match required of
most grants may also come from the general fund or donations. Grants for parks and recreational facilities are likelyftoncameeral

sources:
X The Michigan Department of Natural Resources

0 The Michigan Natural ResourcBsist Fund
0 The Land and Water Conservatieand(a Federal program administered locally by the State of Michigan)
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X The Michigan Department of Transportation
o0 Michigan Transportation Alternatives ProgramRederal program administered locally by the Stat®iahigan

x The Jackson County Road Commission
0 The 1% annual allocation of state transportation (Act 51) fund formotorized facilities

Parks and RecreatiomBudgeting

Summit Township currently owrascouple ofrails, but it does not own, staff, or maintain any other recreation facilities. Consequently, the need
for full-time recreation staff is not anticipated. The Townshiprently contracts with the City of Jackson for trails maintenance. As maintenance
responsibilities increase with the development of the trail system, the Township will continue to contract with the @itgteagompany, or

the Jackson County Parks dRecreation Commission for trail maintenance.

RelationshipsswithiOther PubliciAgencies
Summit Township is not the only suppl@rparks and recreational opportunities to its residents.
Schools

Vandercook Lake Public Schools serve a major ptipuileenter within the Township (i.e., the Vandercook Lake CDP)) and Jackson Public
Schools also serve many schagkd residents (see M&) Appendix A HanoveiHorton Schools, the Western School District, and East Jackson
Community Schools also senange students living along the perimeter of the Township. The Jackson County Intermediate School District
(which includes Vandercook Lake and Jackson Public Schools) provides edusaitiooed to residents and local school distriddease refer to
Chapter 3 for a more detailed description of the recreational facilities and programs provided by schools.

Local,(Countys State;rand Private Rarksiand RecreationiFacilities

Jackson County and the City of Jackson are major recreation providers in and around Summit Township. Some of the n&@fdsyaod/n
villages also maintain parks. The State of Michigan providesetyafirecreational facilities as well in the form of nearby state game, wildlife,
and recreation areas; state historic parks; and state parks throughout the State (although none of those facilitiesedérndbatstudy area).

A variety of private emepreneurs and quagiublic agencies also provide recreation facilities and programs in and around Summit Township.
Recreational programs take place in many of the facilities listed above. Those programs are sponsored by a varietygobgsimlildic, and
private boosters. Please refer to Chapter 3 for a more detailed description of recreation facilities in the Summit TAvaaship
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Active Uackson

Active Jacksois a groupof community leaderin the City of Jackson and throughalzckson Countyt also serves as the Active Living Health

Action Team for the Health Information Orgaaiion (HIO) founded by Henry Ford Allegiance He@hk.chair of the Summit Township Recrea-

tion Planning Committee is a member of the organizatibs u]ee]}v ]*W ~d} E& 8§ v VA]JE}vu v8 AZ E ]8[« +C 3} A
tion, transportation, v.Z 03ZV v 3§} n § v Vv }JuE P PASparvef that effort, A0 ¥onducted a Collaborative

Community Assessment Metric Report which published the results of a community health assessment survey conducted@hie 20%Wes to

various questions regarding general health, physical activity/overweight and obesity illustrate the need for additiorasdiae cagilities in Sum-

mit Township and the rest dfackson County

X When asked questions about weight and height, it was deteed that 32.6% of respondents were overweight (i.e., had a body mass
index of 25.629.9) and 39.9% were obese (i.e., had a body mass inde30dJ).
X When asked to rate the difficulty in finding a place to exercise, 10.9% of respondents reporteddomasvhat difficulfand 6.2% re-
ported in was¥ery difficult|
X When asked if they feel if sidewalks and bike routes in their neighborhood are adequate, 77.9% and 80.2% regpshadepectively.
X When asked if they use bicycle paths or bike trails in their community, 25.1%ess{id4.0% saiddo [ and 30.9% said Z comunity
} e viS Z A vG[ ( Jo]8] X
X When respondents who reported having school age children that walk or bike to schaohsalexd if there is a safe route to school for
§Z JE 1] *U 06X09 E *%o}V ZC o[ v 1iX09 E *%}v ZVY[X tZ v I Z}A u v(g344@% A | §Z
] Zi C[U 1iX09 «] Z71 Ce[U v T0Xi9 ¢« ] ZA Ce[X
Active Jackson W participate in the development dhe Combined City of Jackson and Jackson CountyMdarized Plarby facilitatingpublic
engagement and providing stakeholder engagement for identifying possiblenmborized routes Routes running through Summit Toghip
will become part of the next edition of theummit Township Recreation PlameRegion 2 Planning Commission, the City of Jackson, and Jack-
son Countyill begin the planning effort i2019

Summit Township Recreation Plan 1-7



Chapter 1 Community Descriptio& Administrative Structure

Summit Township Recreation Plan 1-8








